XIII:   ACROSS  THE  MOUNTAINOUS
SANDS  OF  URUQ-ADH-DHAHIYA

bordering sands of Shu'ait now veered to south
of west and our course lay facing them. Here and
there we seemed to have bid adieu to steppe only
once more to emerge upon it, now it was obscured by a
single high ridge, now reported to have receded to half a
day's march to the south. The light colour that dis-
tinguished the southern aspect of the bordering fringe gave
place to red interior ridges that as we proceeded grew into
vast squat hills mounting up in billowing masses. Gentle
valleys and saddles marked our way except when we saw
scant herbage upon some slope, which we climbed, there to
stop and graze.

My attention was suddenly arrested by the phenomenon
of silver patches in the low troughs, looking from a distance
like sheets of ice or the salt residues of dried-up lakes. Such
ghadhera - they proved to be gypsum - appeared with
growing frequency throughout these dunes of Yibaila and
Yadila1 and two days later in the sand mountains of Uruq-
adh-Dhahiya.

Hungry marches of nine and ten hours a day had told in
varying degree on our camels, so that we had been obliged
to make -a redistribution of loads. The two sixty-pound
baskets of dates that had been a normal camel load were
now found excessive, each basket was halved and spread
among such camels as were in better fettle for the rugged
way before us. Their masters grumbled and I must needs

1 In the Rashidi dialect of the southern sands, as distinct from the northern
dialect of the Murra, J is pronounced Y, thus Jaub=Yaub, and Jiban=
Yiban. It is possible that the Y in Miniyor, Yadila and Yibaila is a J.